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Placement Test
PART 1

An Underwater World

The diving boat was anchored in a place 

where the water changed from light green to 

dark, dark blue. One by one, the divers went 

down the ladder on the side of the boat and 

entered the warm water. The boat was about 

1,600 kilometers east of Florida. They were 

south of the Bermuda Islands. Darla was the 

last diver to go down the ladder and enter 

the warm water.

“Now stick together,” the guide said as he 

floated with his mask tilted back on his 

forehead. “You’ve got your partners. Stay 

with your partner. If you see something you 

want to look at, signal me. If one person 

stops, we all stop or somebody’s going to 

get lost.”

The guide continued, “If you get separated, 

go to the surface of the water. Don’t try to 

look for the rest of us. Just go to the surface. 

And remember, don’t go up too fast. Take at 

least two minutes to go up, or you may get 

the bends.”

The bends. Darla had read about the bends. 

She knew that a person gets them because 

of the great pressure of the water.

Name 

PART 2

1. Near which islands does this story take 

place?

 

2. Why was the group in this place?

 

3. Was the water warm or cold?

 

4. Who led the group?

 

5. Each diver was supposed to stay with a 

 

6. What was a diver supposed to do if the 

diver wanted to stop to examine 

something?

 

7. What was a diver supposed to do if the 

diver got separated from the group?

 

8. What problem would the diver have if the 

diver went up to the surface too fast?

 

9. This problem was caused by the great 

  of the water.
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